
 
 

Legendary Esplanade Štrukli 

Zagreb's most delicious gourmet tradition 

 

THE STORY 
A traditional specialty from the Croatian Zagorje (the Region north of Zagreb, on the other 
side of Medvednica Mountain), born in the hilly landscapes covered in picturesque pastures 
and plough-fields, it has claimed its undisputed position on the hotel’s culinary offer from the 
very beginning. The štrukli pastry is pressed, stretched, filled with fresh cottage cheese, then 
folded and sorted on thin porcelain plates by hand. 
 
Štrukli were prepared in the hotel for the first time back in 1951, when they became part of 
the menu, and the Esplanade has kept this tradition ever since. One could say that the hotel 
and štrukli nurture a very special, lasting bond. The idea came from the hotel Chef’s wish to 
collect special and verified recipes from various Croatian regions. Culinary experts recognized 
the value of national meals as the most appealing invitation for guests wanting to enjoy local 
delicacies. 
 
In the art deco interior of Le Bistro or the elegant ambience of Zinfandel’s restaurant, guests 
are welcomed with a pleasant environment, impeccable service, and friendly personnel that 
blend local specialties with those coming from other regions of the world. The Esplanade’s 
delicious štrukli climbed to the top of the offer thanks to their indisputable quality, the fact 
that they are handmade, and the local tradition, making their way from village kitchens to 
elite restaurants. 
 

This local specialty shows no signs of going out of style. 
 
It is also available frozen, to prepare at home.  

 
### 
 
ABOUT THE ESPLANADE ZAGREB HOTEL  
The Esplanade Hotel, Zagreb's most prestigious hotel, was built in 1925 with the aim of providing superior accommodation and service to 
passengers of the Orient Express, which featured en route between Paris and Istanbul. The Esplanade Hotel is one of the most elegant 
buildings in Zagreb, and since it first opened its doors, has been a place of key social events in the capital. The hotel offers guests unparalleled 
luxury and has always been an obvious favourite in attracting celebrities. The impressive list of famous guests includes Josephine Baker, 
Charles Lindbergh, Leonid Brezhnev, and many others. After the complete reconstruction on 18 May 2004, the hotel reopened and has since 
emerged as a true star hotel in the region, as evidenced by a series of earned awards. These include the World Luxury Hotel Awards, Condé 
Nast Traveller Gold List and Readers' Choice Awards, Expedia Insiders' Select list, World Travel Awards, as well as many others. 
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